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You ask whether a proposed agreement between a hospital and an orthopedic surgeon, under 
which the surgeon would be employed directly by the hospital as a full-time member of its medical staff, 
would violate any of the provisions of Title 54. l of the C:Ode of Virginia pertaining to the practice of 
medicine. You also ask whether the proposed employment is prohibited by statutes pertaining to 
professional corporatiofl.$. 

A nonstock., nonprofit corporation operates Northampton•Accomack Memorial Hospital (the 
"Hospital") in Nassawaddox. Virginia. The Hospita1 services two Eastern Shore counties. both of which 
have widely dispersed populations and a relacively high percentage ofpacients who are indigent or whose 
medical services are paid for by goverrunent programs. The closest other hospitals are 75 miles to the 
north. in Maryland. and 55 miles to the south. across the Chesapeake Bay. You state that the Hospital's 
rural location has hampered its etforts to recruit physicians. particularly specialists. 

Under the proposed agreement. the Hospital would employ an orthopedic surgeon. licertsed by 
!.he Cummonweaith to practice medicine. as a full-time member or itS medical staff. This physician would 
be paid a salary by the Hospital. The Hospital would bill patients for the physician's services and would 
retain all amounts collected. The physician would be permitted to exercise independent professional 
judgment and would be solely responsible both for the medical care at' patients and for the supervision 
of any "technical" employees of the Hospital who assist the physician in rendering medical services. I 
assume that these -technica1" employees could include unlicensed individuals who administer various 
diagnostic tests an(j treatments ordered by physicians in accordance with Hospital protocols. 

IL Applicable Statutes 

A. Practice Qf Mr&Jicine

Articles l through 6. Chapter 29 of Title 54.1. containing§§ 54.1-2900 through 54.1-2973. 
uefine the practice or medicine and other specialties regulated by the Board of Medicine (the .. Board"), 
,;:stablish eligibility requirements tor licensure in the Commonwealth and detail the unprofessional conduct 
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